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School Energy Coalition to Hold
Membership Meeting October 16
Group to Meet in Costa Mesa During C.A.S.H. Fall Conference
The School Energy Coalition (SEC) will hold a membership meeting on Tuesday, October 16, 2012 at the
Westin South Coast Plaza in the Viejo/Laguna Room
during the Coalition for Adequate School Housing
(C.A.S.H.) Fall Conference.
Members will hear how SEC is addressing advocacy
efforts at the State Capitol and at state agencies such
as the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC),
the Air Resources Board (ARB), and the California
Energy Commission (CEC). Non-members are welcome to attend to hear more about the organization
and our plans for 2013.
SEC will be discussing legislative bills of interest
for the upcoming two-year legislative session (20122014).
After reconvening from a one-month summer recess
on August 6, the Legislature acted on hundreds of
bills in order to meet the August 31 deadline to send
legislation to the Governor in 2012. The Governor
then signed or vetoed all remaining bills by the September 30, 2012 deadline. Here is the ﬁnal status of
the bills SEC had taken a position on:
AB 1186 (Skinner) – School Energy Project Funding -- SEC sponsored -- Establishes a grant program
to fund energy efﬁciency. Vetoed by Governor.
SB 594 (Wolk) – Net Energy Metering (NEM) Aggregation -- SEC Supported -- Would allow customers,

including schools, to aggregate all of the meters on a property. Signed by Governor
SB 1128 (Padilla) – Alternative Energy Funding -- SEC
Supported – Authorizes the State Alternative Energy and
Advanced Transportation Financing Authority to grant
sales and use tax exclusion ﬁnancial assistance for renewable energy projects. Signed by Governor
AB 2249 (Buchanan) – Solar Water Heating -- SEC Supported – Would make non-residential solar pool heating
systems, including those at schools, eligible for incentives.
Signed by Governor
AB 2514 (Bradford) – Net Energy Metering -- Requires
the CPUC to complete a study to determine who beneﬁts
and who bears the burden of net metering. Signed by the
Governor.
Dead Bills: Honorable Mention
SB 1165 (Wright) – CPUC Intervenor Compensation
Program Would have allowed K-12 schools to participate
in the CPUC Intervenor Compensation Program. Died in
Senate Appropriations
SB 843 (Wolk) – Off-Site Renewable – Would have allowed utility customers the option of buying power generated at an off-site renewable energy facility and to receive
a credit on their bill. Died in ﬁnal hours of the 2010-2012
Legislative Session. Coalition Members have pledged to
resurrect this bill in the coming Legislative Session.

Mark your calendars! Attend the School Energy Coalition
meeting from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on October 16 at the Westin
South Coast Plaza located at 686 Anton Boulevard in Costa Mesa,
California. This important meeting will be held in the Viejo/Laguna
Room and you will learn more about school energy projects and opportunities for funding, as well as discussion of our 2013 goals and
priorities.
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Energy Conservation Assistance Act (ECAA) Loan
Funding to Schools Available through CEC
The California Energy Commission (CEC) has announced funding is available for low interest (3%) loans for public
projects - including schools and community college projects. Approximately $25 million is currently available. The
maximum loan amount is $3 million per application. There is no minimum loan amount.
Funds are limited. Complete applications will be processed and reviewed by technical staff in the order received.
Applications are deemed complete if they include all necessary documentation to verify eligibility and compliance
with all requirements. Your loan agreement must be fully executed (i.e. signed by the Energy Commission) before
you can start your project.
Residential and commercial projects and non-proﬁt institutions are not eligible for these funds. Funds used in this
loan notice originate from one or more of the following: Energy Conservation Assistance Act (ECAA), Bond Proceeds from ECAA Tax-Exempt Revenue Bonds and Renewable Resources Trust Fund (RRTF).
How are Funds Disbursed?
The funds are available on a reimbursement basis. For each reimbursement request, receipts and invoices for incurred expenses must be submitted along with proof of payment. The ﬁnal 10 percent of the funds will be retained
until the project is completed. Interest is charged on the unpaid principal balance of the loan computed from the
date of each disbursement to the borrower.
Projects with proven energy and/or capacity savings are eligible, provided they meet the ECAA eligibility requirements (see Criteria for Loan Approval in the link below). Projects already funded with an existing loan or already
installed are ineligible.
Examples of Qualiﬁed Projects: Lighting systems, heating, ventilating and air conditioning systems, light emitting
diode (LED) trafﬁc signals, energy management systems and equipment controls, pumps and motors, cogeneration
systems, building insulation, energy generation including renewable and combined heat and power projects, waste
water treatment equipment, and renewable energy projects.
Go to this link for more information: http://www.energy.ca.gov/efﬁciency/ﬁnancing/

Proposition 39: Tax Treatment for Multi State Businesses.
Clean Energy and Energy Efficiency Funding
Proposition 39:
•Requires multi state businesses to calculate their California income tax liability based on the percentage of their
sales in California.
• Repeals existing law giving multi state businesses an option to choose a tax liability formula that provides favorable tax treatment for businesses with property and payroll outside California.
• Dedicates $550 million annually for ﬁve years from anticipated increase in revenue for the purpose of funding
projects that create energy efﬁciency and clean energy jobs in California.
Legislative Analyst’s Estimate of Net State and Local Government Fiscal Impact:
• Approximately $1 billion in additional annual state revenues - growing over time - from eliminating the ability
of multi state businesses to chose how their California taxable income is determined. This would result in some
multi state businesses paying more state taxes.
• Of the revenue raised by this measure over the next ﬁve years, about half would be dedicated to energy efﬁciency and alternative energy projects.
• Of the remaining revenues, a signiﬁcant portion likely would be spent on public schools and community colleges.
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Valley Schools Seek Out Solar Energy
By Nan Austin - The Modesto Bee
naustin@modbee.com
With energy costs on the rise, school districts
throughout California are looking into solar
projects. Districts in Berkeley, Oakland, Lodi
and even little Planada Elementary in Merced
County have braved the frontier, a leap of faith
in an industry of fast-changing technology and
even faster-moving prices and ﬁnancing options.
Tonight, the Manteca Uniﬁed School board will
vote on a $30 million green energy program,
ﬁnanced by ultra-low interest bonds to be paid
from the general fund.
Manteca’s proposal includes lighting retroﬁts,
conservation measures and some wind power,
but the $26 million centerpiece is a no-bid solar
energy contract with IEC Power, LLC. The district estimates that energy produced at 26 sites
would save it $25.6 million over 25 years, which
with $2.9 million in state solar incentives would
keep the project in the black.
Should those savings fail to materialize, however, the district would be dipping into critical operating funds that cover payroll and classroom
costs to pay back the loan.
Manteca chose to go it alone, developing its own
plan and fully owning its production systems,
said Victoria Brunn, the district’s coordinator
of sustainability and energy education. She led
the team that developed the plan and evaluated
several companies before choosing IEC.
A former vocational education teacher, Brunn
left the classroom three years ago to shepherd
energy conservation in the district, which pays
roughly $2.5 million a year in electricity bills.
She expects the solar project to shave 65 percent off the district’s energy needs.

The design-build process allows one company to manage both areas. The district lays out requirements and
selects companies to give proposals, rather than opening the project to competitive bids.
Some solar energy experts have questioned the price
and risks of the single-source contract. A Bay Areabased nonproﬁt organization wrote the district and
school board in early August, warning that the project
was too expensive.
Reached Monday afternoon, Tom Kelly of KyotoUSA
estimated that the contract was $7 million too high and
said the contract does not have performance guarantees up to industry standards. Kelly’s group was hired
by the U.S. Department of Energy to develop solar master plans for three California public school districts and
receives no fees from school districts or vendors.
An ofﬁcial at a Modesto-based industrial solar energy
ﬁrm, who gave a general estimate of cost on condition
the company not be named, said it would expect to bid
in the range of $4.25 per watt, far lower than the Manteca contract of $5.75 per watt.
Manteca Uniﬁed serves about 23,300 students at 33
school sites and has an annual unrestricted general
fund budget of roughly $140 million.
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SCHOOL ENERGY COALITION
Membership Application
Yes! I wish to become a member of the School Energy Coalition (SEC). Please enter my
yearly membership at the following fee:
FEES:
Local Education Agencies (includes Districts, COEs, Community Colleges) ……… $250 per year
Small School Districts (Less than 2,500 ADA & Charter Schools) ..……………… $100 per year
Businesses/Associates ……………………………………………………………… $750 per year
Contact Name ______________________________________

Date ____________________

Title __________________________________________________________________________
Organization ___________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________________
City _____________________________

State _________

Zip __________________

Phone____________________________

Fax _____________________________________

E-mail ________________________________________________________________________
Payment Method:
Check # __________________________________P.O. # _____________________________

Please mail or fax to:
School Energy Coalition
1130 K Street, Suite 210, Sacramento, CA 95814
(916) 441-3300 phone ● (916) 441-3893 fax

