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August 24, 2012 
 
The Honorable Joe Simitian 
Chair, Senate Environmental Quality Committee 
State Capitol, Room 2080 
Sacramento, CA  95814 

Assembly Bill 1186 (Skinner) 
CO-SPONSOR 

Dear Senator Simitian: 
 
The School Energy Coalition (SEC) is an organization made up of K-12 schools, community colleges, 
school construction and energy consultants focused on energy efficiency and renewable generation 
projects for California’s students.  SEC is pleased to co-sponsor AB 1186 (Skinner) with the Coalition 
for Adequate School Housing and California Building Trades.    AB 1186 spends Greenhouse Gas 
(GHG) mitigation fees to reduce energy consumption, and hence GHG emissions, for public schools.  It 
establishes a program to award grants to K-12 public schools for energy efficiency improvements 
including advanced controls, lighting, HVAC, hot water, and kitchen appliances.   
 
For a myriad of reasons, K-12 schools have shown environmental and fiscal leadership by moving 
toward energy efficiency upgrades in increasing numbers statewide: 
 

• Schools are a great place to teach children about clean energy use and resource conservation.   
• Schools spend more on energy than any other expense, except personnel. 
• Energy is one of the few expenses a school can reduce without sacrificing educational quality. 

 
AB 1186 would accomplish multiple state objectives by achieving savings for taxpayers through energy 
efficient systems and lowering schools’ carbon footprint in communities all over the state.  At a time of 
scarce funding for school repairs and retrofits, the savings these funds generate for schools on energy 
bills may be used for other general fund purposes such as teacher salaries, student support, equipment, 
books and supplies, thus saving taxpayer dollars. 
 
The funding of these projects also results in green jobs to the benefit of the broader local community. 
 
Finally, schools are energy customers and ratepayers, and efficiency retrofits for schools all over the 
state will provide an equitable method and a direct linkage to the attainment of statewide AB 32 goals.  
 
For these reasons, SEC is pleased to co-sponsor AB 1186 and strongly supports this legislation.  We 
urge your AYE vote when it comes before you in the Senate Environmental Quality Committee. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Anna Ferrera 
 
cc: Members, Senate Environmental Quality Committee 


